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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . Claims 1, 4, 9-12, 3 1, 33, 35 and 40-43 have been canceled without prejudice towards 
further prosecution. Claims 2, 3, 13-16, 18, 19, 23-30, 32, 34, 44-47, 49, 50, 54-64 and 66 have 
been amended. New claims 67-69 have been added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invent.on 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 2-3, 13-18, 19, 23, 24, 32, 34, 44-50, 54, 55, 62-66 and 68 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102 (e) as anticipated by Zhang et al. (U.S. Patent 5,942,391) (August 24, 1999). 

Zhang et al teaches a method for isolating a molecule from a sample in a vessel (Example 
1 and Example 9), comprising the steps of : 

a) providing a multiplicity of magnetic affinity particles and incubating the particles in 
the presence of a detergent (Example 1, Column 27, lines 31-40, Example 9, column 39, line 56 
to column 40, line 4); 
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b) combining the sample containing a molecule of interest with the affinity particles 
suitable for binding the molecule, the affinity particles being insoluble in the sample (Example 1, 
Column 27, lines 3 1-40, Example 9, column 39, line 56 to column 40, line 4); 

c) immobilizing the magnetic affinity particles by applying a magnet to the vessel 
(Example 1, column 27, lines 42-46 and Example 9, column 40, lines 9-12); 

d) separating the remainder of the sample from the immobilized magnetic affinity 
particles (Example 1, column 27, lines 45-46 and Example 9, column 40, lines 11-12); 

e) optionally, resuspending the affinity particles in a solution (Example 1, column 27, 
lines 50-52 and Example 9, column 40, lines 12-18); 

f) optionally, eluting the molecules from the affinity particles, followed by separating the 
affinity particles from the eluted molecules (Example 1, column 27, line 52 to column 28, line 29 
and Example 9, column 40, lines 19-39); 

wherein any of the steps b), c) ,d), e) if present, and f) if present may optionally be also 
performed in the presence of the detergent, wherein the use of detergent is sufficient to reduce 
loss of particles during any separation step (Example 1, column 27, line 52 to column 28, line 29 
and Example 9, column 40, lines 19-39). 

Zhang et al teaches a method wherein the combining step (a) is carried out in the absence 
of detergent, but detergent is added prior to the separation step (b) (Example 9, column 40, line 
6). 
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Zhang et al teaches a method wherein the molecule of interest is selected from nucleic 

acids (Examples 1 and 9). 

Zhang et al teaches a method wherein the particles are selected from streptavidin-coated 
superparamagnetic beads (Example 1, column 27, lines 37-38 to column 28, line 29 and Example 

9, column 40, lines 1-2). 

Zhang et al teaches a method wherein the particles are composed of materials selected 
from Aluminum silicates (Example 9, Column 40, line 1). 

Zhang et al teaches a method wherein the nonionic detergent P-40 , a polyoxyethylene 
sorbitol monolaurate, is at a concentration of from about 0.0005% to 2.0% (v/v) (Example 9, 
column 39, line 59 and column 40, line 6). 

4. Claims 2-3, 13-18, 19, 23, 24, 32, 34, 44-50, 54, 55 and 62-66 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102 (b) as anticipated by Weisburg (U.S. Patent 5,466,577) (November 14, 1995). 

Weisburg teaches a method for isolating a molecule from a sample in a vessel (Example 

3), comprising the steps of : 

a) providing a multiplicity of magnetic affinity particles and incubating the particles in 
the presence of an anionic detergent SDS (Example 3, column 8, lines 1-6); 

b) combining the sample containing a molecule of interest with the affinity particles 
suitable for binding the molecule, the affinity particles being insoluble in the sample (Example 3, 
column 8, lines 10-15); 



Application/Control Number: 09/812,541 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 1655 

c) immobilizing the magnetic affinity particles by applying a magnet to the vessel 
(Example 3, column 8, lines 15-19); 

d) separating the remainder of the sample from the immobilized magnetic affinity 
particles (Example 3, column 8 5 lines 15-19); 

e) optionally, resuspending the affinity particles in a solution (Example 3, column 8, lines 

20-23); 

f) optionally, eluting the molecules from the affinity particles, followed by separating the 
affinity particles from the eluted molecules (Example 3, column 8, lines 20-23); 

wherein any of the steps b), c) ,d), e) if present, and f) if present may optionally be also 
performed in the presence of the detergent, wherein the use of detergent is sufficient to reduce 
loss of particles during any separation step (Example 3). 

Weisburg teaches a method wherein the combining step (a) is carried out in the absence 
of detergent, but detergent is added prior to the separation step (b) (Example 3). 

Weisburg teaches a method wherein the molecule of interest is selected from nucleic 
acids (Example 3, column 8, lines 1-2). 

Weisburg teaches a method wherein the particles are selected from oligo-thymidine 
coated magnetic beads (Example 3, column 8, lines 10-12). 

Weisburg teaches a method wherein the particles are composed of materials selected from 
metal oxides present inherently in the magnetic silica beads (Example 3, column 8, lines 10-12). 
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Art Unit: 1655 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CAR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103© 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 2-3, 13-18, 1-4, 13-17, 20, 23-26, 33, 34, 44-47,48, 49, 50, 54-57 and 62-66 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) in view of Weisburg (U.S. Patent 5,466,577) (November 14, 
1995). 

Weisburg teaches the method of claims 2-3, 13-15, 19, 23, 24, 32, 34, 44-46, 49, 50, 54, 

55 and 62-66 as described above. 

Weisburg does not specify the concentration of anionic detergent in the range of .0005% 

to 2%. 
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However, it is prima facie obvious that selection of the specific concentration of a 

known detergent represents routine optimization with regard to production of desired soluble 

components which routine optimization parameters are explicitly recognized to an ordinary 

practitioner in the relevant art. As noted In re Aller, 105 USPQ 233 at 235, 

More particularly, where the general conditions 
of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, it is 
not inventive to discover the optimum or workable 
ranges by routine experimentation. 

Routine optimization is not considered inventive and no evidence has been presented that the 

specific concentration selection performed was other than routine, that the products resulting 

from the optimization have any unexpected properties, or that the results should be considered 

unexpected in any way as compared to the closest prior art. 

8. Claims 2-3, 13-18, 19, 21, 23, 24, 29-30, 32, 34, 44-50, 52, 54, 55, 60-66 and 68 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) over Zhang et al. (U.S. Patent 5,942,391) (August 24, 1999) in 
view of Gallant et al (U.S. Patent 5,798,442) (August 25, 1998). 

Zhang et al teaches the method of claims 2-3, 13-18, 19, 23, 24, 32, 34, 44-50, 54, 55 and 
62-66 as described above. 

Zhang et al does not teach the use of zwitterionic detergent 3-[cholamido-propyl> 
dimethyl-ammonio]- 1 -propanesulfonate. 

Gallant et al teaches the use of zwitterionic detergent 3-[cholamido-propyl)- 
dimethyl-ammonio]-! -propanesulfonate in affinity purification method (Column 22, lines 33 to 
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column 23, line 27). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to substitute the affinity purification method with suitable zwitterionic 
detergent of Gallant et al in the method of Zhang et al in order to separate any protein or nucleic 
acid from any biological sample. An ordinary artisan would have been motivated to utilize the 
equivalent chaotropic agents along with the affinity purification method of Gallant et al in the 
affinity purification method of Zhang et al in order to accomplish the considerable and 
satisfactory purification of proteins and nucleic acids with an useful chaotropic agents 
9. Claims 2-3, 13-18, 19, 22-28, 30, 32, 34, 44-50, 52, 54, 55, 58, 59, 62-66 and 68 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) over Zhang et al. (U.S. Patent 5,942,391) (August 24, 1999) in 
view of Stein et al (U.S. Patent 4,009,213) (February 22, 1977). 

Zhang et al teaches the method of claims 2-3, 13-18, 19, 23, 24, 32, 34, 44-50, 54, 55, 
62-66 and 68 as described above. 

Zhang et al does not teach the use of cationic detergent dodecyl trimethyl ammonium 

chloride. 

Stein et al. teaches the use of cationic detergent dodecyl trimethyl ammonium 
chloride. (Example 8, column 17, lines 65-67). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to substitute the suitable cationic detergent of Stein et 
al in the method of Zhang et al since Stein et al states, "The use of the cationic compounds is 



» 
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preferred in the separation of fatty alcohols of different melting points (column 6, lines 22-24)". 
An ordinary artisan would have been motivated by the express statement of Stein et al. to utilize 
the cationic detergents of Stein et al in the method of Zhang et al in order to improve protein 
purification and in order to achieve the express advantage of a method, as noted by Stein et al, 
which can be preferably used for accomplishing separation of fatty alcohols of different melting 
points. 

10. Claims 2-3, 13-18, 19, 23, 24, 32, 34, 44-50, 54, 55, and 62-68 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103 (a) over Zhang et al. (U.S. Patent 5,942,391) (August 24, 1999) in view of Tsaur et al 
(U.S. Patent 5,385,959) (January 31, 1995). 

Zhang et al teach the method of claims 2-3, 13-18, 19, 23, 24, 32, 34, 44-50, 54, 55 and 
62-66 and 68 are as described above. 

Zhang et al do not teach the method wherein the polyethylene polymer is a polyvinyl 
alcohol. 

Tsaur et al. teach the method wherein the polyethylene polymer is a polyvinyl 
alcohol. (Column 11, lines 1 1-44 and Claims 1-3). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to substitute the polyethylene polymer polyvinyl alcohol of Tsaur et al in 
the method of Zhang et al since Tsaur et al state, "Indeed such reactions are well known in the art 
and widely used in protein purification (Column 11, lines 34-35)". An ordinary artisan would 
have been motivated by the express statement of Stein et al. to utilize the cationic detergents of 



* 
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Tsaur et al in the method of Zhang et al in order to improve the protein purification and in order 
to achieve the express advantage of a method , as noted by Tsaur et al, which is well known in 
the art and widely used in protein purification. 

1 1. Claims 2-3, 13-18, 19, 23, 24, 32, 34, 44-50, 54, 55, 62-66 and 68-69 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103 (a) over Zhang et al. (U.S. Patent 5,942,391) (August 24, 1999) in view of Taoda 
et al (U.S. Patent 6,180,548 Bl) (January 30, 2001). 

Zhang et al teach the method of claims 2-3, 13-18, 19, 23, 24, 32, 34, 44-50, 54, 55 and 
62-66 and 68 as described above. 

Zhang et al do not teach the method wherein the metal oxide is selected from titanium 

oxide. 

Taoda et al. teach the method wherein the metal oxide is selected from titanium 
oxide (Column 4, lines 4-13 and Claims 1, 2 and 4). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to substitute and combine the metal oxide selected from titanium 
oxide of Taoda et al in the method of Zhang et al since Taoda et al state, "Due to the oxidization- 
reduction effect of electrons and holes generated in titanium oxide during irradiation with light, 
the protein, amino acid, bacteria, and viruses adsorbed by the apatite film can be continuously 
decomposed and removed promptly (Column 4, lines 10-13)". An ordinary artisan would 
have been motivated by the express statement of Taoda et al. to substitute and combine the metal 
oxide selected from titanium oxide of Taoda et al in the method of Zhang et al. in order to 
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improve the protein purification and in order to achieve the express advantage of a method , as 
noted by Taoda et al, in which the protein, amino acid, bacteria, and viruses adsorbed by the 
apatite film can be continuously decomposed and removed promptly. 



12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aran Chakrabarti , Ph.D. whose telephone number is (703) 
306-5818. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM-4:30 PM from Monday to 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the exarriiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Jones, can be reached on (703) 308-1 152. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 305-7401. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



Conclusion 



0196. 



Aran Chakrabarti, 



JEFFREY FREDMAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




Patent Examiner, 



May 16,2001 



